JUDE 
ENCOUNTER APOSTASY 


- AUTHORSHIP 


* His self-identification as "the brother of James" leads many to believe the author to be 
Judas, brother of James and also of the Lord Jesus (cf. Mat 13:55). 

* Like James, Jude chose not to accentuate his physical relation to Jesus, but his 
spiritual one ("a bondservant of Jesus Christ," cf. Jde 1:1; Jas 1:1). 


* The references to Old Testament incidents and extra-biblical sources (cf. Jde 
1:5-7,9,11,14) strongly suggests that the original readers were Jewish Christians, 


perhaps living in Palestine. 
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ENCOUNTER APOSTASY 
By the time the epistles of John and Jude were written, the danger was no longer pending, it was very much in 


existence... 


¢ Antichrists were present, and false prophets were in the world - 1Jo 2:18; 4:1; 2Jo 1:7 


Throughout the New Testament, we find serious warnings about impending apostasy... 
¢ Jesus warned that false prophets would arise, the love of many would grow cold, and only those who endure 
to the end would be saved - Mat 24:11-13 
¢ Paul foretold of many disciples being drawn away - Act 20:29-30 
¢ Peter warned about the rise of false teachers, and how many would follow their destructive ways - 2Pe 2:1-3 


Modern apostate teachers identified, vv. 8-10 

v. 8 — Jude identifies apostate teachers: 

1) “Dreamers” - indicates that they live in an unreal world, probably having drug-induced dreams. 
2) “Defile the flesh” - base and abnormal immorality. 

3) “Despise dominion” is to reject authority. 

4) “Speak evil of dignities” is protest against rules and those in authority 


ENCOUNTER APOSTASY 


Modern apostate teachers described, vv. 12-16 


v. 12 — “Spots” are hidden rocks that wreck a ship — make shipwreck of faith (1 Timothy 1:18, 19). 

“Feeding themselves” is shepherds that feed themselves — a true shepherd feeds the sheep. Milton aptly described this situation. 
“The hungry sheep look up and are not fed.” 

“Clouds...without water” means that they look as if they are filled with the Word of God, but they are empty and dry. 
“Trees...without fruit” — Jesus said, “By their fruits ye shall know them” (Matthew 7:20). 

v. 13 — “Raging waves” are wild waves — unashamed. 

“Wandering stars” means lawless, following no course. 


What believers must do in days of apostasy, vv. 20-25 

v. 20 — 1) “Building up yourselves on your most holy faith” means to study the Word of God. Both Paul and Peter urged this for 
the last days (study — 2 Timothy 2:15; know the holy Scriptures — 2 Timothy 3:15; preach the Word — 2 Timothy 4:2; take heed — 2 
Peter 1:19). 

2) “Praying in the Holy Spirit” (see Ephesians 6:18; Romans 8:26-27). 

v.21 — 3) “Keep yourselves in the love of God” — God loves the believer with an everlasting love, but the believer can get out of 
fellowship with the Lord by sinning. We cannot prevent the sun from shining, but we can put up a parasol to keep the sun from 
shining on us. 

4) “Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ” means that every believer will be taken out at the Rapture because of the 
mercy of God and not the merit of the believer. 
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OVERVIEW 


]. OCCASION of the epistle, v. 1-3 
A. Assurance for believers, vv. 1, 2 
(Sanctified, kept, called) 
B. Change of theme to apostasy, v. 3 


Il. OCCURRENCES of apostasy, vv. 4-16 
A. Inception of apostasy, v. 4 
B. Israel in wilderness in unbelief destroyed, v. 5 
C. Angels rebelled; kept in chains, v. 6 
D. Sodom and Gomorrah sinned in sensuality; destroyed by fire, v. 7 
E. Modern apostate teachers identified, vv. 8-10 (Despise authority) 
F. Cain, Balaam, and Korah are examples of apostates, v. 11 
G. Modern apostate teachers defined and described, wv. 12-16 


lll. OCCUPATION of believers in days of apostasy, vv. 17-25 
A. Believers warned by apostles that these apostates would come, vv. 17-19 
B. What believers must do in days of apostasy, vv. 20-25 


